STATE OF CALIFORNIA—THE RESOURCES AGENCY GRAY DAVIS, Governor

DELTA PROTECTION COMMISSION
14215 RIVER ROAD

P.Q. BOX 530 -

WALNUT GROVE, CA 95690

Phone {916) 776-2290

FAX (916) 776-2203

E-Mail: dpc@ecitlink.net Home Page: www.delta.ca.gov

AGENDA ITEM #7
January 14, 2000

To; Delta Protection Commigsion

From: Lori Clamurro, Delta Protection Commission Staff

Re: Category Il Ecosystem Restoration Projects Tracking Memo

Since 1995, restoration projects aimed at improving the quality of the Delta environment have been
funded, The specific purpose is to implement “non-flow” related actions, also called Category III projects, to
restore and enhance habitat and species populations. The term Category 11l comes from the State Water
Resources Control Board’s adopted Water Quality Control Plan for the Bay-Delta, and Category III measures
are included as part of the Bay-Delta Accord of 1994. As part of this agreement, funding for Category 111
projects has been provided by water users such as California Urban Water Agencics (CUWA), by the Central
Valley Project Improvement Act (CVPIA), and by Proposition 204 (State share), and federal appropriations.

For federal FY 2000, $60 million in federal funds has been appropriated to the CALFED Program;
$30 million is specified for ecosystem restoration activities and $30 million for the other (non-ecosystem)
Program components. CALFED staft, with input from the public and stakeholders, developed FY 2000
priorities to'determine how these funds will be spent. FY 2000 priorities for the Program include completion
of the Programmatic EIS/EIR and funding of the earliest of the Stage 1A actions to be implemented directly
after the Record of Deciston in June 2000. These carly actions include: fimding subsequent phases of earlier
ecosystem restoration projects; exploring water use efficiency and recycling, transfers, and other water
management aclions; and completing environmental documentation specific to the South Delta area.

In accordance with the FY 2000 priorities developed for the $30 million in appropriations for the
ERP, an Interim Science Panel (ISP) was convened to review the proposals that were submitted during the
April 1999 proposal solicitation process (a new solicitation was not conducted for this round of funding).
The ISP’s recommendations came before the Bay-Delta Advisory Council and Policy Group; these
recommendations were approved at Policy Group’s November 17, 1999 meeting, and were subsequently
approved by Governor Davis and Secretary of the lntenor Babbitt. These projects are included at the end of
this tracking memo.

CALFED is currently in the process of developing priotities for FY 2001 appropriations. An Interim
Scicnee Board is being convened in carly February 2000, and it is anticipated that FY 2001 priorities for
ccosystem restoration will largely be based on the ERPP Strategic Plan developed in 1998, The Science
Board will come up with an implementation plan by mid-February 2000, and a proposal solicitation package
will be circulated on March 1, 2000, with proposals due by May 12, 2000, 1t is anticipated that decisions on
which projects will be funded will be made by October, when FY 2001 appropriations become available to
the Program.
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